‘Three and a half of and American 
‘Pacism have created a deep-seated emotional pattern and set of traditions 
dn whieh semantics play a very important role, Modern man is so completely 
steoped in these and by the mowing out of 
‘them, that it is difficult for him to exemine his heritage of a system of 
“Dieracialion and ite double standard of values, except in terms of how 
‘tush it is going to pain him even to think about it. By dint of great 
‘effort, he may induce himself to embark upon a progran of objective thinking 
im quest of a reasonable course of action that he as an individual may be 
willing to takes but the next obvious step required of him, induces even 
(eater pain =- that of attempting to convince his more retarded fellow-man, 
Both of these stepe are a long way removed from the wide-scale implementation 
sof Sense tien: Peogiens anish Cona 'pueeh end. Geli sdutereet detebe. Gihti 
particular time in our national existente. 


For instance, in a consideration of the issue of the franchise, the right 
to vote being baste in our for of society, the question discussed in not 
"Ia it unjust to disfranchise citizens because of race "but rather, "Ie it 
feasible and acceptable to risk Negro par and possible 

control"; Not "is it fairs is it democratic" but rather, “how will our white 
people endure it?" In Northern as well as Southern school districts, the 
quostion which influences the thinkiny of a majority of people, *uhab-witt 
happen to our white children if all schools are integrated" not ‘Wich more 
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significant and valid question “vhat hat happened and is happening to 
Aller children as result of thë imoral prectices of socregatioa"y 
or bettar otil, the pregnant question "uhat 4s happening to. the gnoopt 
of Wegtem Democracy; the cult of individual freedon and growth; the 
Standards of political ethics ani sogis] morality upon which our culture 
is vassa,” 


With what many will consider to bo thid èynical bbeervation; T approach 

tho task of discussing the question "Zo dt true that white af will as 

Negro children gain from Integration?" Ny apparent cynicism is parhaps 

# fom of admission that I cannot answer that question directly, positively, 
fimly, It will be difficult, if not impossible, to find the direct, positive, 
fima anower, because the less unemfertable practice of tolerating segregation, 
Jogal end de facto, has not inspired adequate study of the affect of this 
‘syove upon the majority that crested and perpetuates the practice, Of 
necessity therefore, we are forced to approach the question by an examination 
Of altematives available to us, So, let's put it this vay: "Is it true 
that white as well as Negro children Jose as a result of segregationt" 

‘ven hore, wo shall be forced to depend upon the observations of educators 
and Father than upon any wide-scale 
Bocio-paychological research, as it may relate to majority group responses, 


Holon Trager*s, work, reported in her publication "They Learn What They Live," 
while net dealing with the or per se, 

measures the impact of a double standavd of values in a bieracial society, i 
upon very young children, This report has amusing sidelights when we recall 


> 


how meny of us have repeated the cliche' "You imow, little children 
have no prejudices." One thing we ‘ean say with certainty, and thet is 
that in a competitive society and in the nomal hunan being's urge to be 
recognized and to belong, two of the earliest und easiest lessons leamed 
are thove of conforming as a means of meviting approval, and) seising 


the advantages that ‘position, practice and custom bestow, A need 
not be very advanced in age or wisdom to learn to eschew the 
of a scorned Negro child, or to deliver the final thrust that be 


parrieé ine childish quarrel, by hurling the searing, racial epithets 
Cue ‘of our Literary classica for generations of American children, Booth 
‘Tarkington's "Penrod" gives several practical examples of how this may be 
done with greatest effectiveness, i 


Somermeasure of the nature of learning experience in human relations attie 
tudos may be had, hovever, fron several studies that have been méde of 
minority group reactions to segregation end other forms of discrimination, 
The series of studies done under the auspices of the American Comission 
of the Amarican Council on Education in 19h0<l2 and '42, are well-nigh fare 
gotten, but ams not dated, in many respects, The porsonal case histerios 
whieh form the basis for "Color and luman Nature" by Warmer, Junker and 
Adans in 191M, and in Sutherland's summary in 19l2 under the title "Color, 
Class and y report in what is to be found in the monne 
mental work, "Zhe Mark of Oppression" by Kardiner and Ovesey, in 1955. 


Prom these and related studies, one is able to obtain a reasonably accurate 
measure of the effect of and upon the 
of individuals within the Negro minority, The hurling of names; exclusion 


she 


fron places of dul d of £ 

and groups for learning and play experiences; hording of groups in racial 
ghettos; bitter repetition by adults in the Negro family circle, of their 
encounters with the demon, Prejudices; the locks of scorn and the words of 
insult to whieh one never becomes accustemed--are but a preface to life-long 
expewiences which are repeated in one's quest for work, search for Living 
quarters and a desire to have one's body interred in dignified surroundings 
at death, Fron the very earliost exparisnce, to the last rebuff that. induces 
blind heloless rage, are deep, injuries 
‘thet leave sensitive scar-tissue even long after one has learned to anticipate 
and avoid some of the dangers of exposure, 


Unconseiously, the very young Negro child begins to make certain practical 
choices in his first desire to avoid-tujury, and a subsequent urge to find 
meaning in the life he is caused te live, These choices will be seen mani- 
fested in the later life of the adult; whether these manifestations be 
healthy of unhealthy; whether or net thoy merit social approval; whether 
or not they provide a real, deep sense of assurance and personal security, 
or ave the means of obtaining a momentary sense of personal gratification 
‘that Leter may leave a bitter taste, Tho first of such choices dg either that 
of gdjusting to a social order that leaves one baffled and frustrated, or of 
Siding ity to Submit or to Resist, To submit ney mean playing tho dual 
Fole of yielding the right of way, figuratively speaking, in every contact 
with the majority group, hovever assertive one may be in his private life 
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tho complete abrogation of the right te human dignity; the completo cube 
mission to the concept of inferior status and roles a complete acceptance 

of subservience as a cafo comfortable and more or less gratifying way of 
Life, Tho tem, Uncle Tom, has buen applied to individuals secking this way 
out of bewilderment, Persons who will have made this choice, have lost the 
Bpark of initiative, have stifled tiieis im imagination and ambition; have 
Given w hope of everything but biological survival, ‘These are the spiritless 
crestiares to whom so-called superior paople point, as examples of the inferior 
stuff of which the Negro minority is fashioned, 


heed ‘ihe bhoees do Deciet nay be vesoghized äs belonging to three masée 
(groupings; those who respond. to the urges to Excel, to Repel, and to Rebel. 
Much of America's virility derives fren the urge of several generations of 
imigrant stock, to Excel, as a means of escaping minority group status with 
ite coneomdtent disadvantages, Those who had had sense enough tọ shoose 
white, Christian parents, were able to find healthy, profitable channels 
through which to express this urge ani a comparatively early escape from minority 
soup wratusy yet others of them chose the more exciting paths of reprisal in 
Sharp dealing, racketeering and viclenes, growing out of their resentment and 
Spirit of rebellion, So in the Negro world, the 20,000 university graduates 
each year, despite imposed by schools the 
nation, represent a healthy manifestation of this urge, In this group of 
‘those who would excel, also we will find the hardworking laborer whe is not 
afraid tö put in extra time on the job; the housemaid who works long, dreary 
hours in another woman's hone, that her children may have higher educations 
‘the elum-reared youth who, with his limited training, derives his greatest 
satisfaction from flattening the features of another youth, preferably white, 
im the prise ring where real "equality of opportunity" prevails in its most 
elenontal manifestation, 


te 


Many more whe are not willing to : with and 

‘will retiro into an insular existence, responding to the urge to Ropel that 
whioh threatens and injures, Here is the scholar in his ivory towery the 
ediouted race leader who linits his contact with the white world as much as 
tammy possible; the worker in all levels who buries hinself in the racial 
ghette and confines hie thinking and feeling to matters of race and the deity, 
He may make a eult of primitive religion, black nationalism or bebopien. 
In ivoreing himself fron the white world, he must find within his racial 
igland thet which to hin may be a ‘Thirdly, 

dn the minowity group world, we find those who respond to the urge to rebel-= 
to resist actively. In- history) these have been the patriots of all ages-- 
that is, if they were euscesdful in their Fevelt, We tho have Liberty, ove 
4%. be those of other days who were af this group, because it has always been 
in the history of man's progress, thet the sserifioes of the rebels have 
mado the initial breach in the walls of oppression and reaction, the spirit 
it tomlin tar pe deers gaint 

ehannele sudh as is seen in the efforts of several hundred thousand NAACP 
menborns or it may be the blind, undisciplined rage of him who drinks, fights, 
snd in other ways expresses his anger sith and contempt for the nove dise 
Giplined mombers of society. The spirit of resistance, expressed through 
these several urges to Excel, Ropel aid Rabel, characterize any pormal 
individuals, who are reacting patumally and nomally to contimed exposure 
‘to abnormal, experiences; be it a minber of a minority group easily identified 
by color of skin or in or the who from hilde 
hood has been shut out from the rights of recognition and belongness because 
of a shriveled lim or other maining defect, 
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Who is there who can estimate the cost to society, arising from the actions 
ef thoss who are denied the right to nake contributions commensurate with 
thoir talents, or of those who are taught that society is an eneryiijon 
whom may be visited any form of retaliation, 


p study and the of can present a clear 
picture of the affects upon minority group members, of segregation and discrimic 
nation, what may we imagine to be the effects upon the children of the so-called 
majority, who in a bi-racial society alno are exposed to sbnomal, situations 
whieh belie and distort the ond the 

philosophy whieh are presumed to guide this Nation in its role of international 
Leadership, 


White youth, too, unconse¢iously is le to make a choice in the development 
of a woan an cur seeiety, His choice also, 
i by his his ti and his owm personal 
strength or weakness of character in bis evaluation of our moral and ethical 
Concepts, lis is the choice first, of offending the habits and cwbas of the 
heme end the comunity of which he is a part, as these habits and customs 
are emmeiated by his elders, Wot go long ago a complaint was brought to 
‘the Nid, Division against Disorimimntion ty the parents of a high séhool senior, 
& white boy, who had been expelled in the middle of his senior year as an 
We the case and found that his 

performance record had been beyond reproach until no more than three or four 
months before the time of our intervention, During the latter period he had 
boen a trumt on several occasions, ‘Inquiry inte the chain of events Linked 
tida trumney with a: now and hitherto Wear! of stete of confit with the. 
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principle and a teacher, These events in turn, by some quirk of fate, 
immediately began to occur after thie young fellow dated a charming and 
intelligent colored girl for one of the sehoel socisl affairs, The inexplicable 
animosity shown by the educators could in no way be justified by the history 
of the boyis classroom behavior, nor vould they permit his retum to the school, 
He finally received his diploma from the high school in question, but only 
after completing his work in a private selool and upon insistence by the Division 
that his enedite be recognised, Very few people in life are willing to risk 
‘the swift ond painful reprisals that aveit those bold enough to challenge the 

sacred, racial ons which of bigota 
and people have Coy the fow will take this 
riske 


Another small segment of the majority group will relish the role of playing 
God, Theva will appoint the m of white 
Upon their self-anointed heads rests the weight of the White Man's Burden, 
Tt ie thay who are dupeladito mako the decisions as to the admission of Negroes 
to schools, factories, recreation centers, places of public accomodation, 

churches , They heve refined the delicate 
art of applying varying degrees of social and economic pressures who have 
dram the organization charte for the moder mobbism which can operate with 
tthe maxim of in the best af ties and . 
‘The White Citizens Couneil of the South is but an overt, bold exession of 
‘that whieh transpires in virtually every town, village and city in Anéties, 
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Detwoon thasa two comparatively small ninority segmente of ‘the majority group- 

Population, wilh be found the great mass of citizens who have clectéd to setrest 
or coupe from pained epnseiousness of the racial problem, Otherwise friendly, 
generous, decent and neighborly peonle, their greatest weakness is an wmwrillinge 
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ness to foso up to present day problems find Fesponsibilities,’ They wish 

to be Let alone--yet they would wish to be gocognised as intelligent, active 
couteituters to the better 1ife in the American comunity, They vant të. ~ 
belongs thoy want to got ahead in I$foy tioy wart their children to hivo a 
more student life than they thenselvos have enjoyed, but they are afraid of 
the many hasarde which life imposes, "Work with á Negro in my plant, office, 
laberatony or school roon?" "Accept a Negro as a neighbor in our community?” 
“lat ny children play with a Negro ehila?® "Pernit a Negro to become a nomber 
of our church and attend our social ‘These are ra 

thet shake such families to their very sects, Of course, they are not 
Prejudiced, but what in the world wil the neighbors think? These are the 
in-between people who can form the body of a great civic reform movements £111 
the in massive or become the backbone of a 
howling mob, lusting for blood, What they are or are to be depends upon the 
doga te which either of the aggreasive oxtvanos oan catch and hold their 
imaginstiee and convey the illusion of prestige. 


It is for the Leadership of the comunity to decide quite sharply and Wloerly 
whether the foar, or whieh those masses are 
deingenped with, or can be coped with to an effective degres, Gan we say with 
assurance that our equivocation in racial matters goes unnoticed by cur youth? 
Do our various rationalizations for our failure to do justly, leave sont imprint 
upon thóir own slowly forming code of ethies? Do we believe that a double 
standard of morality in human relations can be turned on and off like a water 
faucet, and that white children can ignore or mistreat Negro children without 
its Leaving a mark upon their own conseionces and character? How much ef the 


answers to those several questions may be found in the state of Aneviean 
popularity abroad, The questionable liner af World War I which pistured 

‘the Amewigan doughboy's dislike of Frumos besause it was filled with foreigners, 
is cheent in the more recent sordid note sounded in the several trials of 
Anerian soldiers whose contenpt for Japanese and Korean natives ended in 
tragedy. Nothing will ever record a more shocking view of group arroganto, 
cowardice and gavagery than the pictuyes of the faces of teenagers who were 
in the mobs of Charlotte, North Caroline, Clinton, Tennessee and Little Roek, 
Avkancow, I submit that these may be sòmi as exhibit A in any review of the 
effects of bievacialion upon majority group personality development, 


In considering the outlook for young Aneri¢a, therefore we can contemplate 
the breeding of successive generations of citizens, through policies of 

. j ias leaves them highly susceptible to 
‘the denagogue, or we can, as Dan Dodson has put it, look upon the present signs 
of conflict as challenges for all the ercativeness ve can muster, to harress 
‘the potential force of conflict for constructive purposes in shaping the 
‘now world, One of these challenges can be that of determining how best to 
immmise our children from the virus of Prejudice, the disease induced by 
habit, fear, miseducation and exploitation, As in other learning processes, 
we leam the lessons of Democracy by living democracy. The public school is 
the one instrument through which will be learned the lessons of citizenship 
responsibility, It dares not evade its duty any longer in the crucial area 
of human relations, 


